Course 2 & 3, 3-4 Math Syllabus

2017-2018

	Mr. Chavez
Room E5
623-546-7257
zchavez@paradiseschools.org
http://zchavezparadiseschools.weebly.com/


Dear Parents/Guardians:

     Welcome to Paradise Education Center. We look forward to another great year as we continue to work together to help your child excel in math. In the following syllabus we encourage students to look over all expectations to ensure the best outcome. We also have an open door policy, so you feel free to come in or contact us if you have any concerns or comments this school year. Together we can lead our young learners to a world full of opportunities!
Course Description: 

      As the course 2 & 3, 3-4 math teacher, I am continuously looking for ways to improve and provide students opportunities to be challenged with both rigorous and motivating curriculum. This school year, we will be using the curriculum Math in Focus: The Singapore Approach by Marshall Cavendish. We will also explore the use of mathematics in many online/ electronic resources (e.g. khanacademy, graphing calculators, online manipulatives, 3d blueprints and many more).  In class, your students will learn math concepts presented in an engaging format and will practice them to develop deep understanding. Your student will also work with his or her classmates to solve problems, participate in learning activities and games, and discuss their results. Here are some of the topics your student will focus on this year:
	Course 2 & 3

	• Number sense (adding, subtracting, multiplying and dividing real numbers)

• Exponents

• Expressions & Equations (one, two and multi-step equations[solve for x])

• Word Problems (one, two, and multi-step equations[solve for x])

• Distributive property (F.O.I.L) and Factoring binomials and polynomials

• Inequalities (one, two and multi-step equations[solve inequality for x])

• Ratios and proportions (graphing linear relationships) Water Rocket activity (slope-int)

• Geometry (surface area and volume of 2d and 3d geometric shapes)

• Scale drawings/ blueprints , angles

• Statistics (online graphs and surveys)

• Probability (compound events, combinations, permutations)


	Course 3-4

	• Exponents

• Expressions & Equations (multi-step equations [solve for x])

• Word Problems (one, two, and multi-step equations [solve for x])

• Distributive property (F.O.I.L) and Factoring binomials and polynomials

• Inequalities (multi-step equations [solve inequality for x])

• Ratios and proportions (graphing linear relationships) Water Rocket activity (slope-int)

• Geometry (surface area and volume of 2d and 3d geometric shapes)

• Statistics (online graphs and surveys)

• Probability (compound events, combinations, permutations)


Materials Required:
Students are provided with materials through their initial school fee.
Grading Scale:

Quarterly grades will consist of an average of the cumulative points earned that quarter. (For example, if a student earns 750 points out of 1000 possible points in a quarter, he/she will receive a grade of 75% or a C.)

The grading scale is as follows:

100-97   A+
89-87   B+
79-77   C+        
69 & below     F
 96-94   A
86-84   B
76-74   C         


 93-90   A-
83-80   B-
73-70   C-        

Student grades should not be a surprise as students get graded work back weekly.  Additionally, students and parents can check grades on PowerSchools.  

Assignments and Homework.
Homework will be sent home infrequently. When homework is assigned students will most likely receive multiple days to complete an assignment instead of the normal 1-day. Please do not wait until the last minute or forget about the assignment and its due date. Homework may consist of a worksheet that is given the day of and posted on google classroom. Other homework assignments may also include quizzes, videos, discussion boards and questionnaires. Any 2-3 missing assignments will result in an email sent home. More than 2 missing assignments will result in an Academic Support Detention. Academic Support Detention is used for students to complete missing work and is held in the afternoon from 3-3:30. Academic Detention should be looked at as a positive reinforcement to help your student stay on track.   
A variety of assignments will be given to help your student learn and understand what is being taught in class. 

Plagiarism/ Academic Misconduct 

We expect every student to produce his/her own original independent work (homework, quizzes, and tests). Plagiarism and copying will not be tolerated.

Absences and make-up work

1.) If a student is absent they will be given the number of days they were absent to make up what they missed on the day(s) of their absence.  
Extensions will not be given for long term projects – students will be required to stay current on all assignments they know about prior to their absence. However if a student is absent the homework assignment will always be available in their google classroom (or personal class folder). This would allow any absent students to still turn their work in on time if they choose (pending sentence 1 above).
It is the students’ responsibility to find out what they missed and to see that it is turned in on time.  It is suggested that students see me either prior to the start of school or immediately after school ends the day they return to receive the missing work.  Asking during class is not the best way as we have a limited amount of time to work with the class and it is difficult to catch one student up while the rest of the class waits.  
Late work
Late work is highly discouraged as it hinders the learning process for the student.   It is important that students get work completed on time in order to help student learning as well as reduce student stress when they are trying to catch up.  

Students will be given an Academic Support Detention slip that will need to be signed by the parent or guardian. The student will have 24 hours to turn in work for full credit (by the beginning of the next class).  If a student turns in an assignment after that, they will still receive full credit, I believe that students should be graded on mastery of the concept not the date on the assignments.  

Extra Credit

Any extra credit assignments will be announced at the appropriate time and directions will be given for all students to have the same opportunity to complete.

Classroom Expectations

· Be on time – have materials ready,  notebook on desk, and be in your seat before class is to begin

· Be prepared and responsible – come to class with a good attitude, supplies and homework completed

· Show respect – to yourself and to the classroom
· Raise hand- no blurting out. In order to respect opinions and discussion it is imperative that students participate in class discussions through raising hands.

Nurse

When a student does not feel well, they need to notify a teacher and receive a pass to visit the nurse.  The nurse will determine if the parent/guardian needs to be contacted.  As per Page 29 of the Student handbook, if the student uses their cell phone to contact their parent/guardian about a possible illness, they may face disciplinary actions.  The school nurse needs to identify and track symptoms and when students contact parents on their own; she is bypassed and does not have the opportunity to determine if something may have an impact on the rest of the students.  Please refer to Page 29-30 of the Student Agenda for more information on Health Services.

Responsible Thinking Classroom:
Each grade level has a Responsible Thinking Classroom that is designed to allow students the opportunity to reflect on their own behavior, apply character traits to improve, identify better choices, and get back to learning.  A student will be asked to participate in this process in the designated classroom when they are causing a disruption of the learning environment.  Students that are sent to the Responsible Thinking Classroom a third time within one 9-week grading period will be assigned after school detention and further violations will be referred to the school administration. * However, to avoid RTC or after school detention (as this may take away from their learning time) I will typically ask the student to step out of the classroom and get a quick drink to allow them to refocus on the task at hand. 
Please review this syllabus with your parent. Have them complete the form with you and return it to your teacher.

Student Name:  ____________________________________

Class Period:


Parent Contact Number:_______________________
Parent Email:  ___________________________________

Please sign the following:


I have read, understood, and agreed to abide by the guidelines set forth in the Course 2 & 3, 3-4  Syllabus.



Student:




Parent:




Date:
 

Please Return to Mr. Chavez by Friday August 4th
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